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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 
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Appl No.: 
Piled: 
For 



Jeak Ling DING etaL 
09/426,776 
October 26, 1999 
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Group: 
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PATENT 
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ISOLATED NUCLEIC ACIDS ENCODING A SECRETORY 
SIGNAL FOR EXPRESSION AND SECRETION OF 
HETEROLOGOUS RECOMBINANT PROTEINS 



ATTN: REFUND SECTION 

ACCOUNTING DIVISION 
OFFICE OF FINANCE 



REQUEST FOR REWIND 



MS 16 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13- 1450 
Sir: 



November 5, 2003 



This is a request for a refund of certain extension fees and an appeal fee in the 
subject application. 



A Final Rejection was issued in this application of 6 May 2003. Less than three 
months later, on 24 July 2003, Applicants filed an Amendment in response to the Final 
Rejection. The Amendment was thus filed in advance of the 6 August 2003 response due 
date. The PTO "PAIR" system indicates that the Amendment was forwarded to Examiner 
Hines on 13 August 2003. 



failed to act on the Amendment by 6 September 2003, which 



Serial No. 09/476,776 
Docket No. 1781-0178P 



Air- 



necessitated the purchase of a first n^gtiiiii|gpf : Applicants do not request a refund 
of the fee for the first extension ofti^^^gaininer failed to act on the Amendment by 
6 October 2003, two-and-a-half monthslier it was filed. Applicants request a refund of 
the fee for the second extension of time. The Examiner failed to act on the Amendment by 
6 November 2003, three-and-a-half months after it was filed. Applicants request a refund 
of the fee for the second extension of time. Inasmuch as 6 November 2003 is the fully 
extended statutory period for response, Applicants were compelled to file a Notice of 
Appeal in order to maintain the application in a pending status. Applicants request a 
refund of the fee for the Notice of Appeal. 

Applicants' request for refunds of the second and third months' extension fees and 
the Notice of Allowance fee are manifestly justified, due to the inordinate and unexplained 
delay on the part of the PTO in acting on the Amendment that was filed on 24 July 2003. 

The total amount of the refund requested isj$440.00 Please make the refund by crediting 
Deposit Account No. 02-2448. v - — ' 

We respectfully request that the attached com of this letter be returned t ouswithan inrtiratinn 
that the cre dit has hw ji processed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
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